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The indicated allowability of claims 45-50 and 78 is 
withdrawn in view of the newly discovered reference (s) to Eaton 
et al. (2,552,945). Rejections based on the newly cited 
reference (s) follow. 

Claim 4 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, -second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. In line 2, there is no antecedent basis for "the 
beam" . 

Claims 45-50 and 78 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
obvious over Eaton et al . (2,552,945). Eaton et al . disclose 
blade holder 12, blade 15, shield 2, means 18 releasably 
mounting the blade holder 12 to a handle 19 (Stud 18 is 
inherently removable from bore 17 because head 22 of stud 18 can 
grasped by a pliers, for example, and pulled out of the bore 17 
to release blade holder 12 from handle 19. Note that nothing 
other than friction is disclosed to maintain stud 18 in bore 17. 
Member 19 is a handle since it is grasped by the hand.), and 
means to prevent dismounting the blade holder 12 from a handle 
19 unless the shield is in the distal position (The head 22 of 
stud 18 cannot be grasped by a pliers or similar instrument when 
the shield is in the proximal position shown in figure 1 since 
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the proximal portion of shield 2 covers head 22. Only when the 
shield 2 is in the distal position shown in figures 2 and 3 is 
the head 22 of stud 18 accessible to a removing instrument such 
as a pliers.). Alternatively, assuming arguendo that stud 18 is 
not removable from bore 17, it is old and well known in this art 
to make fastening means such as pins and studs removable from 
instruments in order to obtain the advantage of enabling the 
instrument to be disassembled. It would have been obvious to 
make stud 18 of Eaton et al. removable from bore 17 so that it 
too would have this advantage. As to claim 50, the Eaton et al. 
shield 2 includes a surface with a discrete surface 
configuration (i.e. the tapered end portion 5) that facilitates 
gripping. As to claims 46 and 47, Eaton et al . disclose beam 12 
with pocket or recess 17. Recess 17 is in a medial portion of 
blade holder 12 since it is located at the center portion of the 
blade holder 12 as viewed in cross section. 

Claims 1-38, 41-44, 51-53 and 67-77 are allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Michael 
Thaler whose telephone number is (571) 272-4704. The examiner 
can normally be reached Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Anhtuan T. Nguyen can 
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be reached on (571) 272-4963. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(571) 273-8300. 




MICHAEL THALER 
mht PRIMARY EXAMINER 

ART UNIT 3731 



